
Contents

Acknowledgements ix

Contributors xi

Introduction xiii

Robin S. Rosenberg

Part I: Our Relationship with Superheroes

ONE

Our Fascination with Superheroes 3

Robin S. Rosenberg

TWO

Superhero Comics as Moral Pornography 19

David A. Pizarro and Roy Baumeister

THREE

Are Superhero Stories Good for Us?

Reflections from Clinical Practice 37

Lawrence C. Rubin

FOUR

Emotions in Comics: Why the Silver Age

of Comics Made a Difference 53

Peter J. Jordan

FIVE

The Effects of Superhero Sagas on Our Gendered Selves 73

Elizabeth Behm-Morawitz and Hillary Pennell



viii Contents

Part II: The Humanity of Superheroes

six

Our Superheroes, Our Supervillains:

Are They All That Different? 97

Travis Langley

SEVEN

Are Superheroes Just SuperGifted? 115
i

Robin S. Rosenberg and Ellen Winner

EIGHT

The Very Real Work Lives of Superheroes:

Illustrations of Work Psychology 139

Gary N. Burns and Megan B. Morris

NINE

How Super Are Superheroes? 159

Robert J. Sternberg

TEN

Seven Roads to Justice for Superheroes and Humans 175

Mikhail Lyubanshy

Index 203


