
 7

  A Word to the Fore
  Insider Histories of Cartooning
  9

1.   Preambling by the Milestones
  Comics Acquire Their Distinctive Lineaments
  13

2.   Defining and Describing Comics
  Separating the Canines from the Equuses
  23

3.  Why Call Them “Comics”?
  An Impotent Act of Philosophical Rigor
  35

4. The Longest-Running Comics
  With an Unexpected Winner
  42

5.   Opper’s Happy and the First Dean 
  of American Cartooning
  The Reputed First Definitive Comic Strip
  47

6.   The Countryboy Cartoonist of National Fame
  Abe Martin and Kin Hubbard Explained
  58

7.   AWOL Wally
  The Most Famous Doughboy You Never Heard About
  72

Contents



8 Contents

8.  Withdrawing the Color Line
  The First Famous African American Cartoonist
  86

9.  Wild ’n’ Woolly American Mythology
  A Ramblin’ Rundown in Search of 
  Authentic Cowboyin’ in Strips
  98

10.  Slaphappy Heroicism
  A Last Duo Act for Superman’s Creators
  111

11.  Magazine Cartooning with Playboy’s 
  First Cartoonist
  And Some Others of the Same Lovelorn Ilk
  123

12.  Swords’ Point Skewers Sexist Stereotyping
  A Woman Cartoonist Pioneering Feminism
  137

13.  Bill Hume and Babysan
  Fame in the Far East, Unknown in the West
  151

14.  The Old Soldier Fades Away
  After Half-a-Century of Unstuffing Shirts
  171

  Bibliography
  186

  Index
  188


